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ABSTRACT 



In light of the 1997 Amendments to the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act requiring the inclusion of students with 
disabilities in state and district assessments, this report summarizes 
findings of a research synthesis designed to provide empirically based data 
to inform states regarding decision making for assessment polices. The 
research reviewed a total of 114 studies. Results found: (1) extended time 

may be an appropriate accommodation; (2) positive effects for students with 
disabilities occurred as a result of test setting changes; (3) computer-based 
testing must be interpreted with caution due to rapidly changing technology 
and the lack of large-scale studies; (4) findings favor the use of familiar 
examiners, typically the student’s classroom teacher, to provide 
accommodations and administer the test; (5) the use of large print or Braille 
and the reading aloud of math problems have been differentially effective; 

(6) dictation to a proctor or scribe appears to be effective in improving 
performance for students with and without disabilities; and (7) performance 
on standardized tests is greatly enhanced by reinforcement during the testing 
situation. An appendix includes the types of testing accommodations made for 
students with disabilities in the areas of setting, timing, response, 
presentation, test directions, and assistive devices. (CR) 
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